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In the 1st Quarter of 1999, males constituted 85.3% of the 
Juvenile Hall population.  As of the 4th Quarter of 2002, males 
constituted 82.9% of the population.  During that span of time, the 
male population decreased by 6%, and the female population 
increased by 12.5%.  If the ratio of females versus males 
continues to change as it has since 1999, within a few years, the 
impact of females on Juvenile Hall populations will force significant 
changes in the areas of construction and programming in these 
facilities.

The average number of juveniles booked into Juvenile Halls has 
declined yearly since 1999.  In 1999, 11,067 juveniles were 
booked into Juvenile halls each month.  By 2002, the average 
number had declined to 9,860 per month, and almost 11% decline 
in four years.  As with ADP and Pre-dispositional cases, this 
decline suggests that alternative community sanctions are having 
an impact.  However, as with the decline in ADP, we expect that 
the number of bookings to once again begin to rise.  This 
prediction is the result of a number of factors, including the steady 
rise in the size of the at-risk population in California, and the 
national and State indicators of recent general increases in the 
crime rate.

One unanticipated finding of the Juvenile Detention Survey is the 
consistent percentage of felony-charged minors in Juvenile Halls.  
Since 2001, 64% of the juveniles detained in Juvenile Halls had 
felony charges.  The stability of this percentage is interesting in 
light of the fact that in the adult jail system, the percentage of 
inmates with felony charges has been rising steadily since 1995.  
We need to continue to gather information regarding this finding 
while watching the numbers in order to determine the implications.


